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Mr. Chairman,  
 

Thank you for giving me the floor.  
 

Since my delegation is taking the floor for the first time in this session, I would 
like to congratulate you on your election to the Chairmanship of the 5th Committee and 
to the members of the bureau.  
 

I would also like to align myself with the statement made by Bolivia on behalf of 
G77 & China. 
 
Mr. Chairman,  
 

The importance of Board of Auditors in the overall oversight mechanism of the 
UN need not be emphasized. Its observations and recommendations play an important 
role in the UN’s financial and administrative management.  
 

My delegation wishes to commend Board for its high-quality reports that continue 
to guide the work of this Committee and that of the General Assembly in administrative 
and financial matters.  
 

I would, hence, like to thank the Chairman and the other members of the Board of 
Auditors for their reports. I am also appreciative of the Chairman and other members of  
the ACABQ for their report.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 

It is heartening to note that the Organization overall remains in a stable and 
healthy financial position, and the Board did not identify any major failures in 
compliance and controls.  

 
However, it is also pertinent to note some of the vital observations made by the 

Board which should make us, the member states, to think aloud in this regard. 
 
 First, the Board notes the trend of reducing regular budgets and the growth in 

voluntary funding (including earmarked voluntary funding). It is one thing to conclude 
that this trend, combined with continuing long-term fiscal pressures on many Member 



States, highlights the need for enhanced financial management and discipline across the 
entire Organization.  

 
On the other hand, the recent experience of initial low-level appropriations that 

were required to be supplemented at the revised appropriation stage only highlights the 
futility of artificially attempting to freeze the budget levels.  

 
Although the revisions are mostly because of new mandates and unpredictability 

of crisis situations like that of the current Ebola epidemic, the growth in voluntary 
funding only highlights the dangerous trend of some of the core and programmatic 
aspects of the organization being funded by extra-budgetary resources, which is 
completely outside the purview of oversight of member states.  

 
It is further surprising to note that many important reviews and advisory opinions 

including those in peacekeeping operations are sought to be funded voluntarily, for which 
the Secretariat has no obligation to disclose the nature of the funding.  
 
Mr. Chairman, 
 

The core and programmatic content of the organization should only be funded by 
the regular budget which is under the purview of the whole membership of the 
organization. Further the fundamental principle of resource allocation should be 
commensurate to the delivery of the mandates that emanate from the organization; which 
should of course confine to the principles of efficient and effective utilization.   
 

Secondly, Mr. Chairman, the board notes that most UN entities do not currently 
analyse their total cost base making a distinction between administration and programme 
costs which is the basis for effective cost management. This means that it is difficult to 
establish the proportion of resources being used to deliver frontline activities.  

 
 Third, the board rightly notes regarding the Implementing partners who are a 

critical part of the service delivery model of many United Nations organizations that 
there is work still to be done to establish a more risk-based approach to the selection, 
monitoring and close-out of projects delivered by implementing partners. 

 
Fourth, the board has highlighted a number of common themes for improvement 

while recognizing the challenge of simultaneously implementing major business 
transformations, including the implementation of a new enterprise resource planning 
system (Umoja) and International Public Standards Accounting System (IPSAS) viz.: the 
need for an agreed and articulated vision for change; a realistic and holistic assessment of 
the ability of the United Nations to absorb change and deliver its ongoing mandates; more 
effective governance and accountability, and benefits management; and improved 
programme and project management. 



 
Mr. Chairman,  
 

The above are only some of the illustrative aspects which my delegation feels are 
important for the organization as well as the member states to focus on.  

 
We look forward to further elucidation of the end-state visions and the road map 

for the implementation of major transformative initiatives mentioned earlier including 
that of the Mobility framework approved by the Assembly in the last session.  
 

While we note that considerable number of the recommendations of the Board has 
been implemented and many of them are under implementation, we would like to 
underscore the need for better and expeditious follow-up action on Board’s 
recommendations.  
 
Mr. Chairman,  
 

My delegation would like to once again affirm the critical importance of strong 
audit and oversight institutions for ensuring public accountability.  

 
The success of any organization will depend on the efficient financial management 

and delivery of all intended benefits. Needless to say, the case for sound oversight has 
never been as pertinent as today. There is also much scope to improve the synergy 
between various oversight bodies in the UN system in an effective manner. 

 
 I also assure you of my delegation’s constructive cooperation in the deliberations 
of the Committee on this agenda item and all other agenda items that are being 
considered in the current session. 
 

I thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
 

 


